HO                          WILLIAM   HOLMAN   HUNT

Usdum in order to put The Scapegoat into effect, and in a
letter to Millais, dated the loth November, 1854, a few days
before his departure, he refers to these projects : " For the
next week or two I shall be stationed about sixty miles from
Jerusalem, and with no means of dispatching letters thence
or communicating with any human being above a wild
Arab. The prospect is sufficiently dreary, to say the least
of it, but I am tempted to it for the sake of a serious subject
that has come into my head, for the next exhibition of the
Academy. ... In Leviticus xvi, 20, you will read an
account of the scapegoat sent away into the wilderness,
bearing all the sins of the children of Israel, which, of course,
was instituted as a type of Christ. My notion is to represent
this accursed animal with the mark of the priest's hands on
his head, and a scarlet ribbon which was tied to him, escaped
in horror and alarm to the plain of the Dead Sea, and in a
death-thirst turning away from the bitterness of this sea of
sin."1

News had reached him that the whole of southern Syria
was in disorder as a result of the withdrawal of troops
occasioned by the Crimean War, which was then in full
progress; and this meant that the second visit to the Dead
Sea was likely to be a perilous undertaking ; for, once out of
control, the roving populations of that desolate region
tended to become even more a set of brigands and cut-
throats than they were in normal times; the surroundings
even of Jerusalem were liable to be infested with bandits.
Reports now arrived from native travellers that the roads
were wholly impracticable. But, says Hunt, " I had no
intention of giving up the Scapegoat subject, cost what it
might;*1 and on the i3th November, having engaged
horses and mules, he put them in charge of a man whom he

1 The Life ofj. E. Millais, by his son, Vol. I, Ch. VI.